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POLICE — REGIONAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT 

1197. Hon Martin Aldridge to the minister representing the Minister for Police: 

I refer to the establishment of the Regional Enforcement Unit (REU) within Western Australia Police, and I ask: 

(a) in what location is the unit based; 

(b) what is the source of funding for the unit; 

(c) what are the primary operating districts for the unit; 

(d) how many sworn officers and administrative staff does the unit employ; 

(e) what is the number and type of motor vehicles assigned to the unit and their respective individual cost; 

(f) have regional police districts lost resources as a result of the establishment of the unit such as overtime 
for traffic enforcement and access to motor vehicles as examples; and 

(g) if yes to (f), please specify the resources reallocated to the REU from existing police districts and stations? 

Hon Stephen Dawson replied: 

(a)–(g) The Western Australia Police Force advises that between 2014 and 2016, 53% of all fatal crashes in 
Western Australia were in regional areas. Of these, 71% occurred within the 400km zone from the 
metropolitan area. In 2016, 120 of the 196 road fatalities occurred on regional roads. The 
Regional Enforcement Unit conducts patrols on these regional roads at highest risk of fatal and serious 
injury in the state, and is funded by Royalties for Regions. REU officers also deploy to other 
Regional WA Districts to supplement local traffic enforcement operations as required. The unit is 
commanded from State Traffic Operations, Midland, and REU vehicles are most commonly deployed in 
the 400km arc from the metropolitan area where most regional crashes occur, with occasional deployments 
outside of that area. Funding has been allocated for an authorised strength of 25 FTE and currently 
comprises of 11 staff with another 14 staff due in February 2019. Six marked Toyota Kluger station 
wagons are leased as per State Fleet arrangements. Staff and resources haven’t been removed from WA 
Police Force business units. The FTE are newly created positions and the six vehicles are newly acquired. 
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